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"Pardon me, sir," began the reporter,

"but can you give me any information about
the Aspicjioti Perniclosi, which are said to

infest this beautiful park?"
The old gentleman slowly removed his

spectacles, placed them in a big leather
case, which he slowly tucked into bis

pocket and, with a charming smile, replied:
"Your Latin pronunciation is slightly defective,my son, but that is not important.

What is it you wish to know about the
Aspidiotus Perniciosus?"
"What are Its habits:"
"Well, sir, as nearly as I can remember

.for I'm somewhat rusty on Hexapoda, as

you will no doubt learn. Condylipoaa wing

my graft.the Aspidiotus Pernieiosus has

very good habits, very good Indeed. When
he gets hold of a leaf or a fruit, lie stays
there until the cows come home.'inultis
tueivilibus gestis,' as Eutropius says. Darwinmaintains that the Aspidiotus Pernleiosusdrinks, but I don't believe that that
Is tine."
"You don't?"
"No, sir: I take the liberty of disagreeingwith Darwin upon that point. It is

true, I will admit, that Aspidioti hnve been
found in a beastly state of intoxication, but
I have always maintained, with Huxley,
t'nnt thev were druareed."
"Hut do you think there is any danger

of their overrunu'-z New York?"
"No, sir. Why jould they? What does

any living creature that doesn't absolutely
have to, want to overrun New York for?
The Aspldloti are wise in their generation.
They know when they are well off."
There was a long pause, during which the

old men was plunged In deep thought.
-Then, with a sly wink, he said:

"I suppose, though, that some of them
rake aa occasional run down to the Tender«
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DIKING ABOUT.
loin. The youDg fellows ore apt to be wild
and sow their oats. But 1 believe it's generallydiscouraged."
"What do they look like, anyway?"
The old gentleman looked rather startled.

He stared At his questioner for a moment
and then said:
"D'ye know that's rather a strange questionwhen I come to tbiDk of It. Supposing

some one asked yon what man looked like.
How would y6u describe him? A'he Aspidiotus.sir, is sul generis. The only creaturethat bears any resemblance to him is
the viticidn, only the viticidn has a cylindricalprotborax and likes French cooking."
"And as to size.is it"
"As to size, sir, the Aspidiotus is a little

bigger than the 'Anthocoris Insidiosus. but
not quite so pot-bellied, while it is a trifle
smaller than the Ectrichodia Cruciata, although,of course, It has no race prejudice.
On the whole, sir, 1 should say that the
Aspidiotus was of about medium size."
"Ohl"
"Yes."
"You seem to be greatly interested in the

Aspidiotus Fernlciosus," observed the reporter,who by this/time was able to utter
the boast's name quite glibly.
"Oh, dear, yes! Who wouldn't be? Why,

sir, in my younger uays, wnen entoinojogy
was an absorbing study with me, I used to
write verses about the Aspidioti. Perhaps
you have come across some of my jingle ixi
tlie course of your reading. Of course you
know my 'Lines to a Bug.' The opening
verses have met with great favor.

An Aspidiotus sat we5ping alone
On the leaf of a sycamore tree.

And he cried to the '.vied ixi a heart broken
tone: «

'Oh, bring back my sweetheart to me!'

But his sweetheart had fleel with a handsomer
bug,

Dov.xx the back of a weary rorer.
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THE SAN JOSE SCALE DISCUSSEDBY AN EXPERT.

Leaving hwjlOTW witii sorrowful irjvig
'Tia the name the wide world over.

"You see, I tried to convey a moral.
That's a good scheme when you're writing
poetrjv Of course you've heard.you must
have heard.that famous parody of mine,
ending with the words:

" 'Oil, the whiskers of the ilea on the tail of the

dog of the child of the wife of the Aspidiotus Perni.
ciosus has just come to town.'
"Now, sir." said the old gentleman,

abruptly, "is there anything els» you would
like to know about my friends?"
"Your friends?"
"Yes. sir. My friends. Need a gentleman

be ashamed of calling the Aspidloti Perni.
ei'osi his friends? They, sir. have been true
to ine. When all the world turned they
remained steadfast. Sir, when an Aspidioiusonce attaches itself to a man lie never

leaves him in times of misfortune."
The reporter apologized, and the old geu-

tiemnn, tucking his ponderous volume
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AX IX POLITICS" who behaves in private
toward the tax-gatherer is a humbug In p
i a humbug out of politics.

CHOLLY K1
^TKf HOSE who have prated of a recon

filiation between Duncan Elliot a" *

his wife have only displayed t^jr
ignorance of the situation. I can Btae
authoritatively that thls is ;%ut ,',f
the question.
Duncan Elliot is sojourj ,n phnadftl.

phia. Mrs. Elliot's rt»;^ wm ^ man.
aged very quietly. ^ hag ,ogt confldence
entirely in her i( js 8akl. Her
income while

^ ciiai.ge diminished to
Its present sm^ r,r0p0l4i0ns. In fact, Mrs.
Elliot s familyliave r11 taken up tbe cudgels
and are ^ J p^er. Her brother, Robert
Hargous, i particuiarjy incensed against
Duncan Ej{^ flg are Jn fact both of her
rjrothpr dn-law and sisters, Dr. and Mrs.

^ '",'an Applcton, and Mr. and Mrs. George
B. d' ,,I- orest.

I
liere is plenty of talk circulating around

because Moncure Robinson is paying such

ardent attentions to Ethel Barrymore. To

he sure the report of this fair actress' engagementto this or the other titled or

ordinary individual has been circulated
time and again. Now that she is so constantlyseen with young Robinson it is felt

to be a serious matter. Moncure Robinson,
who lives in tills city, must not be confoundedwith liis much older Baltimorenn
cousin. The latter, it will be recalled,
was rescued as recently as last week

while trying to swim abound Young's Pier

at Atlantic City. Miss Barrymore's MoncureRobinson is a nephew of Colonel
William Jay.

The Livermore-Brooks wedding early in

December will, from the present lookout,
be the smartest Roman Catholic nuptial
event of the Winter. It will probably be
celebrated at St. Francis Xavler's Church,
with the reception, afterward at the
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ce he became a public man it has beeri
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te, he saw his words in print and reisure.His opulent output of affidavits
ire of Roosevelt's facility in falsehood,
rom interviews, in that they are signed
denied, as Roosevelt denies them, h

npelled explanations, but they stand
d Nevertheless.
i day the Roosevelt of reputatp
>sevelt left will be the real psevelt.
ind out.

pain : plucking- up muh" » irage to
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.he has been given ample reason by
Washington Government to believer
t does not know how completely she:
)een whipped. Mr. McKinley haa

i still had resources left and willingwordfrom him to secure the evacuaesame terms as that of Cuba and

ig that firm and decisive word he has

?d large possibilities of trouble in the1
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jondent, Mr. James Creelman. cables
ice Commission prepared to concede;
iling station in tne Ftiuippines; to mislandsto the highest bidder, in the
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ill her lost territory, and that she be
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plied her with the means of playing
lomacy.
ind the astonishment which it excites!
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GOSSIP OF SOCIETY.

who has a very aristocratic name and undeniableposition, but who has never married.Every one who lias been attentive to*
her has experienced loss of fortune, and todayone of her ardent admirers is an exil«
In Europe, after having tried Flushing and
Staten Island, and another is lost somewherein Long Island and a third has gone
to Germantown to live.
And now the last, a young artist of Englishextraction and the first cousin to 911

earl, has disappeared, and society was astonishedto see pasted tinder his name at
his studio a great dispossess notice.
What can be the matter? Is it the evil

eye?

The Burke Roches have decided to drop
the Burke out of their name. In tSis
both Mr. and Mrs. Roche seem agreed,
although they have been separated for a

number of years. "Mrs. Roche" appears now
on all the circulars of the entertainments
of which she is a patroness, and her husband,who is in this city now, a guest at

r one or rno noteis, [egmicis uimsca siuiyijr

"Mr. Roche." This agreement, if agreement
it is, deprives New York society of much

, of the picturesqueness of its nomenclature.
, The double names, however, have gone out

, of vogue In society since they have been

, taken up by the novelists and writers.
l'ossibly Mr. Burke Roche may have done

this because he holds the name of Burke in

p abomination since that well known wo-k,

j "Burke's Peerage," stated that he was p.
divorced man. He su.td the editors and

e had a judgment in his favor. Aud society,
e which is always looking to new matches,

will have It that !u case there is an PinglishIn lieu of a Delaware divorce, or death,
and Mrs. Roche is free to marry again,

y she may be persuaded to try the namtf
n of Burke agaih with another surnaiut.


